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HISDESAT GIVES THE GO-AHEAD TO THE LAUNCH OF THE SPAINSAT NG III 
SATELLITE 

 

• The operator and owner of the communications and Earth observation radar satellites of the 

Ministry of Defence and other allied and friendly countries has begun the request for quote 

process to replace SpainSat NG II 

 

 
Madrid, January 16, 2026. – Hisdesat, together with the Ministry of Defence, has initiated the RFQ process 
for the SpainSat NG III satellite, which is set to replace SpainSat NG II, after verifying that the damage suffered 
by the latter due to the impact of a space particle will prevent it from completing the planned mission.  

Hisdesat has implemented this measure after analyzing the latest reports by the main contractor of the 
SpainSat NG II satellite. Although the space particle that collided with the satellite was estimated to be 
millimetric in size and weigh only a few grams, the high speed of the impact on a vital area of the satellite 
caused non-recoverable damage. 

The satellite is stable, complete and in a highly eccentric orbit, in such a way that it won’t interfere with any 
present or future space operations, and its loss won’t cause any economic harm, as it’s insured against this 
kind of damage. 

Until SpainSat NG III enters into operation, the services will be guaranteed through SpainSat NG I (from 29ºE) 
and SpainSat (from 30ºW). 

Hisdesat remains committed to the strategic goals of the SpainSat NG program and the provision of the 
planned services.  
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Indra Group (https://www.indragroup.com/) is the foremost Spanish multinational and one of the leading European 
companies in the areas of defence and advanced digitization. It stands at the forefront of the defence, space, air traffic 
management, mobility, and transformational technology businesses through Minsait, and it integrates its sovereign AI, 
cybersecurity, and cyberdefence capabilities into IndraMind. Indra Group is paving the way to a more secure and better-
connected future through innovative solutions, trusted relationships and the very best talent. Sustainability is an integral 
part of its strategy and culture in order to overcome current and future social and environmental challenges. At the close 
of the 2024 financial year, Indra Group posted revenues of €4.843 billion and had a local presence in 46 countries and 
business operations in over 140 countries. 
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